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1 

Communique, Community Services Ministers’ Meeting 30 July 2024 

Community Services Ministers met in Canberra on the morning of 30 July 2024. Ministers 
acknowledged they were meeting on the lands of the Ngunnawal people, and also acknowledged the 
connection of other people and families to Country. This meeting took place prior to a meeting of the 
Safe and Supported Shared Decision-Making Committee (SDMC), which includes Community 
Services Ministers and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Leadership Group (Leadership 
Group).  

Ministers discussed the progress of the Early Childhood Care and Development Policy Partnership 
(the Partnership), including the first set of recommendations to the Joint Council on Closing the Gap, 
in relation to the early childhood care and development of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children. Ministers noted the importance of the Partnership and its strong alignment with other joint 
initiatives, such as the Safe and Supported: the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s 
Children 2021-2031 (Safe and Supported). 

Ministers also discussed the recently released Early Years Strategy 2024-2034, which sets out the 
Australian Government’s vision to best support children and families. Ministers highlighted 
opportunities to identify and work together on mutual aims and reforms in the early years of a child’s 
life, noting the importance of collaboration and partnership in this space. 

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to Safe and Supported, including the importance of working in 
partnership with the Leadership Group and listening to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. Ministers noted that further discussion about the implementation and prioritisation of 
work under the Safe and Supported Action Plans would occur during the SDMC meeting.  
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Draft Communique, Community Services Ministers’ Meeting 

31 October 2025 

On 31 October 2025, Community Services Ministers met on Gadigal Country in Sydney. 

Community Services Ministers discussed how the Commonwealth, states and territories can 
work together to help ensure that every child, every family and every community has the 
opportunity to thrive. 

Ministers discussed priorities for the Council and agreed that the Commonwealth's recently 
announced reform to families and children’s programs provides an opportunity to prioritise 
early intervention activities of all governments. They agreed that workforce capacity building 
and development is urgently needed across families and children’s sector, particularly for 
Aboriginal Community-led organisations and will continue talking about support for care 
leavers and carers. 

Ministers reaffirmed their governments’ commitments to the safety, wellbeing and protection 
of children. Ministers noted the work underway nationally, particularly through the Standing 
Council of Attorneys-General and Education Ministers to strengthen Working With Children 
Checks and reaffirmed their government’s commitments to strengthening systems to keep 
our children safe. 

Minister for Families and Communities, Minister for Disability Inclusion, the Hon Kate 
Washington MP (NSW) led a discussion about opportunities for Community Services 
Ministers to inform the approach to mandatory training for Working with Children Checks and 
inform the future work of the Standing Council of Attorneys-General. 

Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence, the Hon 
Amanada Camm MP (Queensland) provided an update on the Queensland Commission of 
Inquiry into the Child Safety System.  

Minister for Child Protection and Minister for the Prevention of Family and Domestic 
Violence, Minister Stojkovski (WA) acknowledged the need for a greater focus on Aboriginal 
Community-led organisations capability building and the importance of examining 
opportunities with Visa requirements as it pertains to international recruitment for the child 
protection workforce.  

Ministers also discussed approaches to decision making in child protection in their 
jurisdictions with the aim of sharing best practices to keep children safe with families. 
Ministers agreed to further share best practices at the next meeting and step up joint efforts 
to make a difference.  

Ministers discussed the life-long consequences of poor adoption practices. Ministers 
committed to collaborate to advance ways to access historical records for intercountry 
adoptees, Care Leavers and forced adoptees. The Forced Adoption Working Group (FAWG) 
will be reoriented to ensure timely access to adoption records. 
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Ministers discussed how all levels of government can work together to reduce the number of 
children going into out-of-home care. Ministers acknowledged that Closing the Gap Target 
12 – reducing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care by 45% by 
2031 is off track and agreed that urgent and collective action is needed.  

Ministers agreed that the Commonwealth and states and territories will step up efforts to 
identify more ways to work together to reduce entries to out-of-home care, particularly for 
First Nations children. 

Minister for Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence, the Hon Katrine Hildyard MP (SA), 
presented an overview of the key findings and directions from the South Australian Royal 
Commission into Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence Report invited discussion about 
implications and areas for collaboration and spoke to the deep intersection between child 
protection, family support and domestic family sexual violence and the need to approach it 
together.  

Ministers noted the Commonwealth’s update on progressing responses to the Rapid Review 
of Prevention Approaches, and recommendations 5 and 16 that fall in the remit of 
Community Services Ministers. All jurisdictions will report on progress towards these 
recommendations as part of governments’ collective responses to the Rapid Review to 
National Cabinet by the end of the year. 

Ministers agreed to seek a joint meeting with the Women and Women’s Safety Ministerial 
Council in February 2026 to discuss collective efforts to address child protection and family 
safety.   
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RSVPs
COMMUNITY SERVICES MINISTERS and WOMEN AND 

WOMEN’S SAFETY MINISTERS MEETING

20 February 2026
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VICTORIA

The Hon Lizzie 
Blandthorn MP

Minister for Disability
Minister for Children Member

Virtual attendance 
from 12pm 

(Education Ministers 
Meeting)

The Hon Mary-Anne 
Thomas MP

Minister for Health; Minister for 
Ambulance Services; Minister for 

Women
Member Attending in-person

The Hon Ingrid Stitt MP
Minister for Mental Health; Minister for 

Ageing; Minister for Multicultural 
Affairs; Minister for Prevention of Family 

Violence
Member Attending in-person
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OFFICIAL

Communique

A meeting between the Community Services Ministers (CSM) occurred on Friday 20 February 2026 on 
the lands of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung People of the Kulin Nation, Melbourne. 

This standalone meeting took place immediately after the first joint meeting between the CSM and 
the Women and Women’s Ministerial Council (WWSMC), which was coordinated to discuss 
opportunities for Commonwealth, state and territory governments to work collaboratively to reduce 
rising rates of family, domestic and sexual violence and rates of children and young people entering 
out-of-home care (OOHC). 

The purpose of this standalone meeting was to progress priority actions from the last CSM meeting in 
October 2025. Ministers reaffirmed the commitment to working together to help ensure that every 
child, every family and every community has the opportunity to thrive.

Ministers agreed to focus on the five areas identified as 2026 implementation priorities under Safe 
and Supported: The National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2021-2031 during the last 
meeting of the Shared Decision-Making Committee in October 2025: transitioning funding to ACCOs, 
investing in early and targeted supports, delegated authority, workforce development and improving 
culturally safe and prevention focused systems for children in OOHC. Ministers conducted a strategic 
discussion on how these priorities are connected to the priorities identified during the joint meeting 
with the WWSMC and how these focus areas can be progressed concurrently. 

Ministers discussed the taxation and social security treatment of carers and care leaver payments and 
the need to explore changing legislation relating to this. The Department of Social Services will 
consult with New South Wales on this issue and report back to the CSM. 

The CSM agreed to endorse out of session the Community Services Ministers 2025 Annual Report and 
2026 workplan priorities.
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RSVPs
Community Service Ministers meeting

17 July 2026
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Community Services Ministers’ Meeting 

Community Services Ministers’ Meeting 
COMMUNIQUE FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026

A meeting between the Community Services Ministers (CSM) occurred on Friday 17 July 
2026 on the lands of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation in Sydney, New South 
Wales. This was followed by a meeting of the Safe and Supported Shared Decision-Making 
Committee.  

 The CSM meeting: 
• reaffirmed CSM’s commitment to work collaboratively on improving policy and

program responses for children and families

• discussed progress against priorities to address family, sexual and domestic violence
through the Second Action Plan under the National Plan to End Violence Against
Women and Children 2022-2032

• discussed next steps in strengthening and expanding the capacity of the ACCO sector
to provide family and child supports

• took note of developments in establishing a Records Access Working Group (RAWG),
whose objective is to improve access to records for individuals impacted by forced
adoption practices and other groups such as care leavers.

Ministers also discussed the impacts of social security and tax treatments on care leaver 
payments and professional foster carer models and were updated on work to identify 
service delivery improvement opportunities for Commonwealth services and supports 
available to care leavers. 

The meeting also heard from representatives of the CREATE Foundation about advocacy for 
young people with care experience. CSM members agreed to work within their respective 
jurisdictions to improve casework practices around provision of and access to identity 
documentation for young people in care as a foundational requirement for improving access 
to carer supports.  

The meeting also heard from National Commissioner for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children and Young People, Sue-Anne Hunter, and the National Children’s 
Commissioner, Deb Tsorbaris, on their findings following nation-wide consultations 
with children aimed at better ensuring that children’s voices are heard in the development 
of policies and services.  

The Executive Director of Family and Community Services Insights, Analysis and Research 
(FACSIAR) within the NSW Department of Communities and Justice, Dr Jessica Stewart, 
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Community Services Ministers’ Meeting 

provided a presentation on the ways the NSW Standardised Evaluation Analysis supports 
evidence-based decision making. The presentation covered the ways Standardised 
Evaluation Analysis provides robust outcomes evaluations at scale and at low cost, across 
multiple programs, using linked data. Ministers committed to continue to share expertise 
and opportunities for data linkage. 

Ministers discussed delegation of authority, one of the Actions Items under the Safe and 
Supported First Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Action Plan, including experiences in 
jurisdictions that have formally delegated statutory functions to date. 

The CSM will next meet on 5 November 2026 in a joint meeting alongside the Women’s 
Safety Ministers.  
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