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Agreement

This agreement is entered into by the Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc. (ESWS) and the
Australian Central Authority (ACA) within the Australian Government Attorney-General’s
Department. The ACA enters into this agreement on behalf of each Australian state and
territory central authority as designated under Article 6 of the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (the Hague
Convention). ESWS and the ACA pursue the same aim to find suitable families for children
in need of permanent homes and cooperate prioritizing the well-being and welfare of the
children. ESWS and the ACA agree to cooperate in the field of intercountry adoption and
adhere to the principles and procedures set out in this agreement and the Hague Convention.
Any reference in this agreement to functions or responsibilities of the ACA shall be taken to
include, where applicable, the functions and responsibilities assumed by the Australian state

and territory central authorities for intercountry adoption.

The Philosophical Base of the Agreement

The motivation of the ACA’s involvement with ESWS is based on a universal belief that our
humanitarian concern for the needs of children is more fundamental than all differences of
nation, race or culture. The basis of the ACA’s involvement is to be supportive of the Korean
efforts to better serve its own children. Children without functioning families are a particularly
vulnerable group and are often a heavy drain upon a country's resources. Attention to these

children as individuals and development of suitable options to meet their needs is the best
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solution to the problems of each individual child. We believe that institutional or foster care is
génerally not an appropriate permanent solution in the child's best interest. ESWS will
investigate the possibility of keeping the family unit intact or returning a child to the biological
family; permanent family placement within the child's own nation and culture such as
placement in the extended family or communal unit, or adoption to another family;
intercountry adoption; or whatever else may be in the best interest of the child. Thus, we

make every possible effort to help children grow up in secure and permanent homes.

As part of this agreement, ESWS agrees to:

1. Provide total care, including medical care, for children placed for adoption until they depart
from Koreé.

2. Obtain and process all legal documents of the children necessary to meet the
requirements of the Republic of Korea and each state and territory of Australia.

3. Process all documents in Korea needed to bring the children to Australia.

4. Provide the ACA with child background information to present to qualified prospective
adoptive parents. Child background information shall contain information on the child’s social
* and medical history and on the child’s present physical and social functioning.

5. Accept family studies from the ACA and assess them to approve the adoption suitability of
each prospective adoptive family

6. Provide assistance and help for adoptive parents who travel to Korea.

7. Keep records and provide information and services that comply with Korean Adoption law.
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As part of the agreement, Australian Central Authorities agree to:

1. Obtain and evaluate information and material necessary for screening and approving
prospective adoptive parents according to the requirements of ESWS, Republic of Korea,
and Australian state and territory governments.

2. Provide prospective adoptive parents with pre-adoption counseling and education on the
adoption process and various aspects of adoption. Pre-adoption education shall include
parenting skills and discussion of Korean culture and tradition.

3. Complete and approve a family study to provide to ESWS. A family study shall contain
information and materials and pictures necessary for approval according to the requirements
of ESWS, the government of Korea, the court of Korea, Australian state and territory
governments and the Australian Department of Immigration and Border Protection.

4.Send a family study to ESWS and select prospective adoptive parents, whose
qualifications are approved by both the ACA and ESWS.

5. Provide all the information needed for ESWS to process an adoption and maintain contact
with ESWS on behalf of the adoptive family until adoption is completed.

6. Assume full responsibility for the children after they depart from Korea until such time as
the adoptive parents gain full parental responsibility for the child.

7. Provide support services and supervise the child’s placement into the family, on behalf of
the child, until the adoption process is completed or longer when necessary, including:

° Implement post-adoption supervision for a year according to Korea’s Special

Adoption Act; and submit post-placement reports to ESWS monthly for the first 3 months
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after the child is placed with the adoptive family and then quarterly. For the monthly reports,
a social worker must visit the family at least one time while he or she must visit the family
each time for the quarterly reports.

] Assist the family with the legal adoption and provide ESWS with a copy of the
Adoption Decree and a certified copy of the citizenship certificate.

° Even after the post-adoption year, if changes happen to the child after he or she is
placed with an adoptive family, the ACA will notify ESWS of those changes and forward a
report to the office of ESWS.

° Provide support as much as possible to help children experiénce Korean culture
while they are growing.

8. Clauses 6 and 7 will be carried out by the ACA even if, or after,/ this agreement is

terminated.

ESWS and Australian Central Authority agree with the following:

1. This agreement is effective for the calendar year. If its clauses are met, the agreement is
automatically renewed for the next year. If clauses including the family study are not
implemented properly, this agreement can be terminated. Either party has the right to
terminate the agreement with a written notice at least six months prior to the stated date of
termination.

2. If either ESWS or the ACA determines that it is necessary, either party may terminate all
placements processing of all the adoption application in progress as at the date of

termination. Nonetheless, both parties agree to maintain a cooperative relationship in

Page 4 of 5









DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 3



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 3



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 3



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 3






DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 4



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 4



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 4



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 4






DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 5



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 5



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 5



DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 5









DSS - FOI LEX 54740 - Document 6

individuals and the assessment and facilitation of suitable options to meet their needs, will
ensure the best approach is identified for each individual child. We agree that institutional or
foster care is generally not an appropriate permanent solution in the child's best interest.
ESWS will investigate the possibility of keeping the family unit intact or returning a child to the
biological family; permanent family placement within the child's own nation and culture, such
as placement in the extended family or communal unit, or adoption to another family; or
whatever else may be In the best interests of the child. Where this is not possible, or not in the
child’s best interest, ESWS will investigate intercountry adoption. By doing this, together we

make every possible effort to help children grow up in secure and permanent homes.

As part of this agreement, ESWS agrees to:

1. Provide total care, including medical care, for children placed for adoption until they depart
from Korea.

2. Obtain and process all legal documents of the children necessary to meet the requirements
of the Republic of Korea and each state and territory of Australia.

3. Assist the family with the legal adoption and process all documents in Korea needed to bring
the children to Australia.

4. Provide Australian Central Authorities with child background information to present to
qualified prospective adoptive parents. Child background information shall contain information
on the child’s social and medical history and on the child’s present physical and social
functioning.

5. Accept family studies from Australian Central Authorities and assess them to approve the
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adoption suitability of each prospective adoptive family.
6. Provide assistance and help for adoptive parents who travel to Korea.

7. Keep records and provide information and services that comply with Korean Adoption law.

As part of the agreement, Australian Central Authorities agree to:

1. Obtain and evaluate information and material necessary for screening and approving
prospective adoptive parents according to the requirements of ESWS, Republic of Korea, and
Australian state and territory governments.

2. Provide prospective adoptive parents with pre-adoption counseling and education on the
adoption process and various aspects of adoption. Pre-adoption education shall include
parenting skills and discussion of Korean culture and tradition.

3. Complete and approve a family study to provide to ESWS. A family study shall contain
information and materials and pictures necessary for approval according to the requirements
of ESWS, the government of Korea, the court of Korea, Australian state and territory
governments and the Australian Department of Home Affairs.

4. Send a family study to ESWS and select prospective adoptive parents, whose qualifications
are approved by both the Australian Central Authority and ESWS.

5. Provide all the information needed for ESWS to process an adoption and maintain contact
with ESWS on behalf of the adoptive family until adoption is completed.

6. Assume full responsibility for the children after they depart from Korea until such time as the
adoptive parents gain full parental responsibility for the child.

7. Provide support services and supervise the child’s placement into the family, on behalf of
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Children in need of intercountry adoption are a particularly vulnerable group.
Attention to these children as individuals and the assessment and facilitation of
suitable options to meet their needs, will ensure the best approach is identified for
each individual child. We agree that institutional or foster care is generally not an
appropriate permanent solution in the child's best interest. ESWS will investigate the
possibility of keeping the family unit intact or returning a child to the biological family;
permanent family placement within the child's own nation and culture, such as
placement in the extended family or communal unit, or adoption to another family; or
whatever else may be in the best interests of the child. Where this is not possible, or
not in the child’s best interest, ESWS will investigate intercountry adoption. By doing
this, together we make every possible effort to help children grow up in secure and

permanent homes.

As part of this agreement, ESWS agrees to:

1. Provide total care, including medical care, for children placed for adoption until
they depart from Korea.

2. Obtain and process all legal documents of the children necessary to meet the
requirements of the Republic of Korea and each state and territory of Australia.

3. Assist the family with the legal adoption and process all documents in Korea needed
to bring the children to Australia.

4. Provide Australian Central Authorities with child background information to present

to qualified prospective adoptive parents. Child background information shall contain
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Where this is not possible, or not in the child’s best interest, ESWS will investigate
intercountry adoption. By doing this, together we make every possible effort to help

children grow up in secure and permanent homes.

As part of this agreement, ESWS agrees to:

1. Provide total care, including medical care, for children placed for adoption until they
depart from Korea.

2. Obtain and process all legal documents of the children necessary to meet the
requirements of the Republic of Korea and each state and territory of Australia.

3. Assist the family with the legal adoption and process all documents in Korea needed
to bring the children to Australia.

4. Provide Australian Central Authorities with child background information to present to
qualified prospective adoptive parents. Child background information shall contain
information on the child’s social and medical history and on the child’s present physical
and social functioning.

5. Accept family studies from Australian Central Authorities and assess them to approve
the adoption suitability of each prospective adoptive family.

6. Provide assistance and help for adoptive parents who travel to Korea.

7. Keep records and provide information and services that comply with Korean Adoption

law.

As part of the agreement, Australian Central Authorities agree to:

1. Obtain and evaluate information and material necessary for screening and approving
prospective adoptive parents according to the requirements of ESWS, Republic of Korea,
and Australian state and territory governments.

2. Provide prospective adoptive parents with pre—adoption counseling and education on
the adoption process and various aspects of adoption. Pre—adoption education shall
include parenting skills and discussion of Korean culture and tradition.

3. Complete and approve a family study to provide to ESWS. A family study shall contain
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