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Senator the H Jan McLicas
Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Carers

MC10-017712 : :
2 3 DEC 2010 -

Mr Bob Buckley
Convenor :
Aufism Aspergers Advocacy Australia
cnvnr@ad.org.au

Dear Mt Buckley, %b‘ y

Thank you for your email of 6 November 2010 to the Minister for Families, Housing,
Comimunity Services and Indigenous Affairs, the Hon Jenny Macklin MP, about peak -
representation for people with Autism Spectrum Disorder and funding for a peak secretariat,
As the mattet you have raised falls within my responsibilities as Parliamentary Secretary for
Disabilities and Carers, [ am responding to your enquity. o

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
(FaHCSIA) manages and administers funds for the National Qecretariat Program, an initiative
providing financial support for peak bodies to allow them to contribute to government policy .
~ and service delivery, and to commuricate govérnment information to their membetship.

This program is reviewed from time to-time and currently there are no funds available to
stpport funding to additional peaks. When suitable opportutities become available, they will
be advertised in the press and on the FaHCSIA website at www.fahesia.gov.au. :

Currently through the National Secretariat Program FaHCSIA supports a numbet of peak
ofganisations including Children with Disability Australia which is funded to contribute to
government policies about disability issues affecting Australian families and communities,
to carry information betwetn government and the community on social policy issues, and to
represent constituent views. If you would like to contact Children with Disability Australia,
the Fxecutive Officer, Ms Stephanie Gotlib, can be confacted on 03 9815 1094 or by email
at info@cda.org.an. Further information regarding Children with Disability Australia may
be found on thelr website at www.cda.org.au. -

Also, the National Disability Services (NDS) is the Australian peak body for non-governthent
disability services. Through the provision of information, représentation and policy advice,
NDS promotes and advances services which support people with all forms of disability to
participate in all doimains of life. NDS offers membership options for not-for-profit
organisations in the disability field. Should you be interested in considering collaboration
with NDS, please see www.nds.org.au/about/Membership for more information.

Links are also provided on the FaHCSIA website to a range of alternative funding sources
for community organisations (see the ‘Grants & Funding’ tab from our home page
www.fahcsia.gov.au) which youmay wish to explore.
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As part of the Helping Children with Autism package, FaHCSIA has engaged the Australian
Advisory Board on Autism Spectrur Disorders in the development of the National Autism
Speotrum Disorder Register and has committed to meeting regularly both face-to-face and via
teleconferences to focus on strategio issues. -

Thank you again for writihg;

Youirs sincerely-

MuacDonnell's Solicitors Building . Parliament House
PO Box 2733 a . CANBERRA ACT 2600
Corner-Shields & Graflon Streels . Telephoner 02 6277 3680

CAIRNS QLD 4870 Fax: 02 6277 5721
Telephone; 07 4031 6009 .
Fax: 07 4031 6167
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Dear Minister Macklin MP

My orgauisation i getting an increasing number of requests for information and comment from
Gaverniment, We are yolunteers and most of us provide round the clock cate and support for a person with
autism. We do not have the capacity o meet Govelnment's expectations, but if we don't the Gayernment
will not be aware of the needs of peaple with ASD. Most of us are also inundated with similar requests
from state/territoty level gavernments. We arg not resoursed (o meet Covernments' expectations.

Before the last election. T met with The Hon, Bill Shotten MP. Antong of the {ssucs We diseussed were the
lack of

o represéntation for people with Autism Spectrunt Disorders (ASD), their families and carers among
the Government's list of “national disability peals organlgations that contribute to government
poticles about disability issues affecting Auvstralian families and communities * (see -
.h,tip;,//.w_»m;fghc.ssia‘ggv_.a_u_/s_a/.di,ﬂ'_ab_ili_tylp_r_qgie_wlpjmid.ers/ALxﬁLraiLasllz.i§a_b_i.l.‘i_ty..E.anzmriS@:_/ Pages/Di
arid

o funding and support for a peak body, oreven'a national level secretarfat, for autism spectrum
disorders.

At the time. Mr Shorten asked the FaHCS1A representative 1o report on the representation jssue and to
find some inltial funding for a national lovel secretariat for autism spectrum disorders, To my knowlédge,
this-has not happened and Tam not aware of any progress on these matters. .

1 am concerned that Mr Shoiten's request may have been only verbal: there may be no writlen record with
the Government. With the changes of people involved, the action could easily be forgotten. :

Please could you tell me whether these matters are being progressed, and if 50. whete they are up to. I
they are ot being progressed, can we meet 10 discuss these and other crucial matters affecting people with
autism spectrum disorders. { can be contacted via email or phone: 041 2677288 to organise 8 nyeeting time,

Your sincerely

Bob Buckley o
Convenor, Autlsm Aspergers Advocacy Australia

regards

Bob Buckley

Converor

Autism Aspergers Advocacy Australia

. 2] logo image for autism as ergers advo i . . .
B ’ australia, kngwngas M ey :URL.' hitp:// ag.org.au/ ad/
. ‘mobile: +61 418 677 288
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