FACT SHEET 2

Who is Eligible to Access the DSS
Longitudinal Survey Datasets?

Version April 2015

1

Who is Eligible for Access to the Datasets?
Access to the datasets is at the discretion of the Longitudinal Surveys Business Owner, a
position held by the Branch Manager of the National Centre for Longitudinal Data, Policy
Evidence Branch in the Department of Social Services (DSS). The majority of users of the
datasets are Australian academics, post-graduate students and employees of government
agencies. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and people are encouraged to
apply for access to LSIC.
Following is a list of the types of users who may be considered for access to HILDA,
LSAC, LSIC and BNLA.

Users in Australia
•

Academics at an Australian University, Institute of Technology or TAFE;

•

Researchers or research assistants, attached to an Australian University, Institute of
Technology or TAFE. Note: In the case of research assistants DSS reserves the right
to require a senior research officer working on the same research project to also
have access to the same or higher level dataset. This is required in the case of
students working as a research assistant. If DSS has any questions about your
position, they will contact you directly;

•

Australian Honours*, Masters and PhD students at an Australian University,
Institute of Technology or TAFE. Note: Both the student and their supervisor must
apply for access to the dataset independently and must be from the same
institution. Supervisors must have independent access to the same or higher level
dataset for which the student is applying;

•

Employees of an Australian Commonwealth agency; (including DSS);

•

Employees of an Australian State/Territory agency;

•

Researchers from community based organisations;

•

Researchers within statutory bodies whose primary business is research;

•

Individuals within other statutory bodies. Note that this category of applications will
be granted access on a case-by-case basis.

* Australian Honours students will only be given access to the data under organisational
licensing arrangements.
Other Australian users whose prime business is research may be given access to the
datasets if it is to be used for non-profit purposes. Applications for the datasets will be
considered on a case-by-case basis.
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Overseas Users
Overseas users may apply for only the General Release datasets either through
organisational or individual licensing arrangements if they fit into one of the following
categories.
•

Academics at an overseas university.

•

PhD students at an overseas university*. Note that both the student and the
supervisor must apply for access to the same dataset independently and both must
be located at the same university.

•

Researchers at overseas government agencies who intend to use the data for
research purposes.

•

Overseas researchers who work at a private institution whose primary business is
research and who intend to use the data for research purposes.

* Applications from overseas Honours and Masters Students may also be considered for
access to the data but only under organisational licensing arrangements.
Other overseas users whose prime business is research may be given access to the
datasets if it is to be used for non-profit purposes. Applications for the datasets will be
considered on a case-by-case basis.
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