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How to use this document
National Disability and Carers Advisory Council
wrote this document. When you see the word
‘we’, it means National Disability and Carers
Advisory Council.
We have written this information in an easy to
read way.
We use pictures to explain some ideas.

We have written some words in bold. We
explain what these words mean. There is a list
of these words on page 14.

This Easy Read document is a summary of
another document.

You can find the other document
on our website.

You can ask for help to read this document.
A friend, family member or support person may
be able to help you.
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The National Disability and Carers Advisory Council
The National Disability and Carers
Advisory Council has 17 members, some of
whom have lived experience of disability.
In this document we call it the Council.
The members are leaders from:

• the disability sector

• the carers sector

• the business sector.
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The Council’s fourth meeting

We had our fourth meeting in Sydney on
Wednesday 2 May 2018.

Our Co-Chairs for the meeting were:
• Jane Prentice – Assistant Minister
for Social Services and Disability
Services
• Jessica May.

A Co-Chair is someone who manages a
meeting.

Dr Kay Patterson is the Age
Discrimination Commissioner.
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Kay also came to our meeting to talk to us
about ageing and disability.

She talked about her work, including:
• older people being hurt or treated
badly
• older women who are homeless
• power of attorney – a document
that says a person can make
decisions for you when you can’t
• people with disability.

She also talked about looking at the laws
for Special Disability Trusts.

Special Disability Trusts are set up by the
family of a person with severe disability.
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They put money into the trust to help pay
for future:
• care
• accommodation.

The Disability Discrimination
Commissioner, Mr Alastair McEwin
talked to us about:

• employment of people with disability

• violence against people with
disability.

He also talked to us about a conference
he is going to.
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It’s called the Conference of States
Parties on the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(UN Convention).

The UN Convention makes sure that
people with disability:
• are treated equally
• can take part in the community
• can get a job.

Every year, countries who signed the UN
Convention meet to talk about how it’s
going.
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Council working groups
We have working groups to help us focus on
one area or problem, including:
• the National Disability Strategy
• Disability Employment Services
• changes to carer support services.

Our working groups are small groups made up
of Council members.

You can find more information about our
working groups in the message from our first
meeting.

Each group works on 1 area or problem:

• the National Disability Strategy
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• disability employment

• carers.

The Council’s work helps to guide the:
• National Disability Strategy
• planned national disability framework
for after 2020.

The National Disability Strategy helps make life
better for Australians with disability.
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What we talked about
In the meeting, we talked about what we are
doing to achieve our goals.
We are:

• looking at advocacy – when someone
speaks up for someone who can’t speak
up for themselves

• working to get more people with
disability employed

• giving advice on ways to support people
with disability to get a job

• giving advice about the Carer Gateway
website – a website to support carers
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• helping to get the Carer Recognition Act
2010 reviewed – to look it over and see
how well it has been going.

The Carer Recognition Act 2010 is a law that
aims to:
• make people more aware of the work
carers do
• highlight how carers help the community.

We are also:
• creating a new national disability
framework for after 2020
• working out good policies for the last part
of the National Disability Strategy.

Policies are documents that describe what the
government is planning to do.

We are giving PwC Australia advice for its
Skills for Australia project.
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The Skills for Australia project helps
people with:
• training for a job they want to have
• finding a job.

We talked about giving advice for the new
Integrated Carer Support Service (ICSS).

The ICSS will give unpaid carers better:
• supports
• services.

The National Disability Insurance Agency
(NDIA) updated us about the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) pathways.

NDIS pathways aim to make it easier for people
with disability to take part in the NDIS.
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We also heard about workshops that were held
in Melbourne and Sydney.

In Melbourne they talked about ways to make
sure people with disability are treated fairly in
the criminal justice system.

The criminal justice system includes:
• courts – a place where legal problems
are solved by a judge and/or a jury
• prisons
• services that help keep people out
of prison.

In Sydney they talked about ways to make
communities inclusive and accessible for
people with disability from Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander backgrounds.
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Word list

Advocacy
When someone speaks up for someone who
can’t speak up for themselves.

Co-Chair
Someone who manages a meeting.

Criminal justice system
The criminal justice system includes:
• courts – a place where legal problems
are solved by a judge and/or a jury
• prisons
• services that help keep people out
of prison.

Policies
Documents that describe what the government
is planning to do.
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Power of attorney
A document that says a person can make
decisions for you when you can’t.

Reviewed
To look it over and see how well it has
been going.

Special Disability Trusts
Special Disability Trusts are set up by the
family of a person with severe disability.
They put money into the trust to help pay
for future:
• care
• accommodation.
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Contact us

sector.engagement@dss.gov.au

Community and Sector Engagement
GPO Box 9820
Canberra ACT 2601

www.dss.gov.au/disability-andcarers/overview/national-disability-andcarers-advisory-council
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