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Not-for-profits  
 

Written Submission 

The Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits sets out proposed replacement 

arrangements for charities in Australia.  The paper outlines policy directions proposed by the 

Government to introduce effective replacement arrangements that reduce the burden of regulation on 

the civil society sector. 

The paper is being released to seek feedback from charities and interested parties on the proposed 

replacement options.  Comments and feedback will inform development of the replacement 

arrangements.  A summary of written submissions will be provided on the Department’s website in 

September 2014. 

Please use this submission template to provide your feedback on the proposed replacement 

arrangements for charities in Australia. 

 

 

Instructions for completing the Submission Template 

• Download and save a copy of the template to your computer. 

• Refer to the Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits for context and discussion 

questions. 

• You do not need to respond to all of the questions. 

• Please keep your answers relevant to the topic being addressed, we ask that submissions be limited 

to two pages. 

Completed submissions are to be sent by 20 August 2014 to: 

consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au (preferred method) OR 

 

Civil Society and Programme Delivery Policy Branch 

Department of Social Services PO BOX 7576 

Canberra Business Centre, ACT 2610 

 

Submissions received after 20 August may not be considered. 

Unless otherwise stated, the information and feedback you provide may be used for 

publishing purposes.  Please state if you do not wish for your comments to be published. 



 

 

 

Name (first and surname):  Jeffrey Bartlett 

If submitting on behalf of a company or organisation  

Name of organisation: Australian Christian Churches (ACC)  

Stakeholder category: Peak Body + Service Provider  

State/Territory: Operating Nationally, Head Office NSW  

Contact email address: jeff.bartlett@acc.org.au 

 

1. Proposed New Reporting Arrangements 

 

The requirement for charities to maintain information on their own website would be 
onerous and expensive for many of our members who may not even currently have 
a website.  This would indeed not reduce compliance burden, but rather increase it 

as charities need to format and present their own information on their own website 

rather than making use of the template entry style currently required.   

Transparency would be significantly reduced as each charity goes about their own 

individual reporting format and website location, the result being a diminished ability 

to effectively compare one charity to another.  Such self-reporting would require 
standards, together with significant guidance, support and oversight to be useful. 

The definition of Basic Religious Charity did not have application to many ACC 

Churches as they are incorporated under state and territory law.  This is in contrast 

with the more traditional churches (ie: Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Churches of Christ 
Presbyterian) for whom Basic Religious Charity does currently apply due to their own 
incorporation status, and for whom under the proposed arrangements financial 

reporting exemptions would still apply.  To provide greater transparency and 
comparability to this sector, we would submit that once identified as a 'religious 

institution', reporting should be uniform and to one body, no matter whether the 
entity is an Unincorporated Association, Incorporated Association or Incorporated 
Company.  Such an approach would also allow organisations such as ours to offer a 

more streamlined framework to assist members with their reporting and compliance 

obligations. 
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2. Determining Charitable Status 

The options suggested provide avenue for appeal on decisions made.  Rather, the 
initial charity determination should be made by an “expert panel” sitting outside the 

ATO.  As stated by the ATO in its own submission to the Inquiry into Charities and 

Related Organisations (2001), “In our view …administration would be better served 
by a single, independent common point of decision making on definitions leading to 
conclusions about whether organisations are charitable or non-profit, such as occurs 

with the Charities Commission in the UK for example” (available at 

http://www.cdi.gov.au/html/public_submissions.htm ). 

The process of charity registration should be through a single portal, i.e.; 
registration of charity and application for tax concession occurring via one point of 

contact. 

 

 

3. Proportionate Compliance Framework 

The proposed approach includes the ATO having powers to remove responsible 

powers.  If these powers extended to Basic Religious Charities this is a reach not 
currently enjoyed by the ATO and one which should not be granted simply as a 
result of these replacement arrangements. 

As a general comment, the policing and monitoring powers built into the ACNC Act 
were a significant escalation from what was formerly in place; we would see the 

dismantling of these powers if/when the Act is abolished as the best way forward. 

 

 

4. Transitional Arrangements 

If the ‘self-reporting on own website’ model were pursued, the 1 July 2015 date 
would be optimistic for some of our not so tech-savvy members to have a website 
built and ready to be uploaded with their report. 

 

 




