
 

 

Australia’s Charities and  
Not-for-profits  
 

Written Submission 
The Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits sets out proposed replacement 

arrangements for charities in Australia.  The paper outlines policy directions proposed by the 

Government to introduce effective replacement arrangements that reduce the burden of regulation on 

the civil society sector. 

The paper is being released to seek feedback from charities and interested parties on the proposed 

replacement options.  Comments and feedback will inform development of the replacement 

arrangements.  A summary of written submissions will be provided on the Department’s website in 

September 2014. 

Please use this submission template to provide your feedback on the proposed replacement 

arrangements for charities in Australia. 

 

 

Instructions for completing the Submission Template 

• Download and save a copy of the template to your computer. 

• Refer to the Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits for context and discussion 

questions. 

• You do not need to respond to all of the questions. 

• Please keep your answers relevant to the topic being addressed, we ask that submissions be 

limited to two pages. 

Completed submissions are to be sent by 20 August 2014 to: 

consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au (preferred method) OR 

 

Civil Society and Programme Delivery Policy Branch 

Department of Social Services PO BOX 7576 

Canberra Business Centre, ACT 2610 

 

Submissions received after 20 August may not be considered. 

Unless otherwise stated, the information and feedback you provide may be used for 

publishing purposes.  Please state if you do not wish for your comments to be published. 

mailto:consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au


ACNC Submission 

 

Name: Mr Rob Moffatt AM, Acting Chief Operating Officer 

Organisation: The University of Queensland 

Stakeholder category: Ultimate member of subsidiary companies 

State: Queensland 

Contact email: john.montgomery@uq.edu.au 

 

Response to Option Paper 

 

Context 

The University of Queensland (UQ) has charitable status. It has a number of subsidiary 

companies which accordingly also have charitable status. The subsidiary companies are in 

the form of proprietary companies and companies limited by guarantee.  

 

All of UQ’s charities are registered under the Corporations Act and reporting used to be to 

ASIC prior to the introduction of the ACNC.  

 

UQ also reports to the Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA). 

 

Recommendations 

1.  Re-instate the ASIC reporting obligations to charities which are registered under the 

Corporations Act. ASIC would therefore be responsible for all aspects of the governance of 

corporations. 

 

2.   Make an exemption from universities having to report to TEQSA any information which is 

already on the ASIC database. 

 

3.  Provide adequate guidance and sufficient time to make the transition. 

 

 

Basis of recommendation  

1.  UQ recognises the need to regulate charities. However, charities which are also 

incorporated under the Corporations Act were being regulated by ASIC in an efficient and 

robust way. The move to ACNC has not been as efficient and there did not seem to be any 

sound reason for  ‘switching off’ ASIC’s reporting obligations.  

 

2.  The reporting requirements have been transferred from ASIC to ACNC but all other 

aspects of a corporation’s legal obligations (e.g. director’s duties) are still investigated by 

ASIC. This creates uncertainty and duplication. 
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