
 

 

Australia’s Charities and  
Not-for-profits  
 

Written Submission 
The Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits sets out proposed replacement 
arrangements for charities in Australia.  The paper outlines policy directions proposed by the 
Government to introduce effective replacement arrangements that reduce the burden of regulation on 
the civil society sector. 

The paper is being released to seek feedback from charities and interested parties on the proposed 
replacement options.  Comments and feedback will inform development of the replacement 
arrangements.  A summary of written submissions will be provided on the Department’s website in 
September 2014. 

Please use this submission template to provide your feedback on the proposed replacement 
arrangements for charities in Australia. 

 

 

Instructions for completing the Submission Template 
• Download and save a copy of the template to your computer. 
• Refer to the Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits for context and discussion 

questions. 
• You do not need to respond to all of the questions. 
• Please keep your answers relevant to the topic being addressed, we ask that submissions be 

limited to two pages. 

Completed submissions are to be sent by 20 August 2014 to: 

consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au (preferred method) OR 

 

Civil Society and Programme Delivery Policy Branch 

Department of Social Services PO BOX 7576 

Canberra Business Centre, ACT 2610 

 

Submissions received after 20 August may not be considered. 

Unless otherwise stated, the information and feedback you provide may be used for 
publishing purposes.  Please state if you do not wish for your comments to be published. 

mailto:consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au


 

Name (first and surname):  Paula Mance 

If submitting on behalf of a company or organisation 

Name of organisation: Relationships Australia 

Stakeholder category (e.g. service provider, client, peak body, academic): Service 

provider 

State/Territory:  National office, physically located in the ACT 

Contact email address:  pmance@relationships.org.au 

 

Response to Options Paper: 
 

Relationships Australia commends the Government for attempting to reduce the regulatory burden 
on community sector organisations, while noting that a minimum level of reporting, monitoring and 
compliance are necessary to insure the integrity of government expenditure.  

We note that the Government is retaining elements of the ACNC that have improved ways in which 
civil society organisations were regulated.  We would also like to draw attention to the short time for 
consultation on the options paper.  Given this, we are only able to provide a brief response. 

 

Self-reporting 

The requirement to provide details of all funding received from Government (Commonwealth, State 
and local) would place a significant additional burden on our member organisations, with some 
organisations receiving funding from a large number of sources across a range of government 
programs, and under different funding cycles.  Information on funding recipients for discrete 
programs is already published on government websites (albeit not consistently).  In reducing 
administrative burden on community sector organisations, it would make more sense for this to be 
co-ordinated at the government level, leaving not-for-profit organisations free to get on with the 
business of delivering the services for which they have been funded. 

 

Determining charitable status 

In addition to concerns about the independence of the ATO in making decisions on charitable status 
and related tax concessions, Relationships Australia would also like to draw attention to the 
significant cost of legal services in making an application to the ATO for charitable status. Many 
smaller organisations lack sufficient funds to make these applications and both options presented in 
the discussion paper would place additional and significant legal costs on organisations who wish to 
appeal a decision of the ATO.  In reality, this means that decisions of the ATO may not be appealed- 
not on the basis of their validity, but simply because of the onerous cost of lodging such appeals. In 
order to test the validity of the ATOs independence of decision making, the preferred option should 
include subsidised legal assistance for services who choose to make such appeals. 
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