
 

 

Australia’s Charities and  
Not-for-profits  
 

Written Submission 
The Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits sets out proposed replacement 
arrangements for charities in Australia.  The paper outlines policy directions proposed by the 
Government to introduce effective replacement arrangements that reduce the burden of regulation on 
the civil society sector. 

The paper is being released to seek feedback from charities and interested parties on the proposed 
replacement options.  Comments and feedback will inform development of the replacement 
arrangements.  A summary of written submissions will be provided on the Department’s website in 
September 2014. 

Please use this submission template to provide your feedback on the proposed replacement 
arrangements for charities in Australia. 

 

 

Instructions for completing the Submission Template 
• Download and save a copy of the template to your computer. 
• Refer to the Options Paper, Australia’s Charities and Not-for-profits for context and discussion 

questions. 
• You do not need to respond to all of the questions. 
• Please keep your answers relevant to the topic being addressed, we ask that submissions be 

limited to two pages. 

Completed submissions are to be sent by 20 August 2014 to: 

consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au (preferred method) OR 

 

Civil Society and Programme Delivery Policy Branch 

Department of Social Services PO BOX 7576 

Canberra Business Centre, ACT 2610 

 

Submissions received after 20 August may not be considered. 

Unless otherwise stated, the information and feedback you provide may be used for 
publishing purposes.  Please state if you do not wish for your comments to be published. 

mailto:consultationwithcharities@dss.gov.au


 

Name (first and surname):  Graham Brown, Chief Executive 

If submitting on behalf of a company or organisation 

Name of organisation: Junction Australia 

Stakeholder category (e.g. service provider, client, peak body, academic): Service 

Provider 

State/Territory:  SA 

Contact email address:  gbrown@junctionaustralia.org.au 

Response to Options Paper: 
 

Self Reporting 

 

• Do you believe that these proposed requirements will be less time consuming than current 
requirements? 

The current ACNC reporting requirements are not overly burdensome for our organisation 
and are consistent with the reporting requirements we have to other regulators. 

Our primary concern with the proposed self-reporting regime relates to the obligation to 
maintain on our website: 

 

• Details of all funding received from Government (Commonwealth State and Local). 

Depending on the extent and regularity of requirements of this reporting, this obligation 
potentially creates a significant administrative burden on our organisation over and above 
present requirements (including our ACNC reporting obligations). 

As with many charitable organisations, much of our funding comes from Government 
sources. This is generally project or scheme based funding which we tender for on a 
project by project basis. Therefore we have different funding agreements in place for each 
service we provide across the three levels of government, and these arrangements change 
on a regular basis. 

Any reporting obligation would need to be limited in scope (e.g. limited to Federal, State 
and Local Government grants >$100k) and on a periodic rather than continual basis (e.g. 
only updated annually). If the obligation involved ongoing reporting, then the administrative 
burden on our organisation would be substantial and in addition to current obligations. 

Details of responsible persons, financial reports and funding arrangements are already 
available to stakeholders and members of Junction Australia, so we do not see any material 
benefits being obtained by the proposed introduction of additional self-reporting 
obligations via our website. 
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