National Disability and Carers
Advisory Council
A message from the fifth meeting on 30 October 2018
Department of Social Services

Easy English

Hard words
This message has some hard words.

The first time we write a hard word
● the word is in blue

● we write what the hard word means.

You can get help with
this message
You can get someone to help you
● read this message

● know what this message is about

● find more information.
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About this message
This message is written by the National
Disability and Carers Advisory Council.

When you see the word we it means
the Council.

We want people with disability and carers to
have a better life.

This message is about a meeting we had in
Melbourne on 30 October 2018.

About the meeting
The meeting was run by
● Sarah Henderson - the Assistant Minister
for Social Services, Housing and
Disability Services

and

● Nigel Webb - Council member.
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These guest speakers also came to
the meeting
● Alastair McEwin - the Disability
Discrimination Commissioner

● Robert Fitzgerald - from the Productivity
Commission

● Stephen Arnott - from the Department of
Communications and the Arts

● Neil Savery - from the Australian Building
Codes Board.

At the meeting we talked about ways to help
● carers

● people with disability get jobs.
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We also talked about the work we have done.

What we have done
Since the last meeting we
● told the government our ideas about how to
help carers of people with disability
– government means people who are
chosen to make laws for the community

● wrote a report about ways to help people
with disability get jobs

● looked at how the government might give
people with disability accessible
technology at work

● looked at what we might change in the
Carer Recognition Act 2010.
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Accessible technology might be
● tools that help people access places

● tools that help people read or write

● technology that is easier to use.

The Carer Recognition Act 2010 aims to
teach everyone about
● what carers do

● why carers are important.
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At the meeting
At the meeting we talked about how to help
people with disability under the
National Disability Insurance Scheme
or NDIS.

The NDIS helps people under 65 with a
disability get
● care

● supports

● information about health services.

We talked about the importance of the
National Disability Strategy or plan.

The National Disability Strategy tells us
how governments in Australia plan to improve
the lives of people with disability.
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We also talked about the importance of the
National Disability Agreement.

The National Disability Agreement
● is a plan

● has been agreed to by all
Australian governments

● talks about how all governments will make
disability support services better.

We talked about how advocacy must help
people with disability who are
● part of the NDIS

● not part of the NDIS.
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Advocacy helps people who cannot speak for
themselves to
● be heard

● have their needs met

● understand information.
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Our guest speakers
Alastair McEwin talked about
● how people with disability not in the NDIS
need ongoing support

● how more work to support people with
disability is needed

● the rights of people with disability.

Rights are things that everyone should be
able to
● get

● have

● do.
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Alastair McEwin also talked to us about

● jobs

● education

● houses

● the NDIS

● violence against people with disability

● the criminal justice system.
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The criminal justice system includes
● courts

● prisons

● services that keep people out of prison.

Robert Fitzgerald
● talked to us about the National
Disability Agreement

● answered our questions about the National
Disability Agreement.

Stephen Arnott talked about a review of the
National Arts and Disability Strategy.

The National Arts and Disability Strategy aims
to make it easier for people with disability to
take part in art and culture.
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Robert Fitzgerald and Stephen Arnott both
talked about how important it is to see how
things are getting better.

Neil Savery talked about
● how the Australian Building Code works
with governments
– the Australian Building Code tells us how
things must be built to be safe
and accessible

● houses that people with disability can live in.
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More information
For more information contact
The Department of Social Services.

Email
sector.engagement@dss.gov.au

Postal address
Community and Sector Engagement
GPO Box 9820
Canberra ACT 2601

Website
www. dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers/
overview/national-disability-and-carersadvisory-council
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