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Women with a physical or intellectual disability are more likely to experience domestic violence and the violence is likely to be more severe and continue for longer. 

What is the National Plan to Reduce violence against Women and their Children (the National Plan)?

The National Plan is an agreement by all Australian governments to work together to reduce violence against women and their children. 

The National Plan’s vision is that Australian women and their children live free from violence in safe communities.

How will the National Plan assist women with disability? 

The National Plan recognises that women with disability experience higher levels of domestic violence, family violence and sexual assault compared to other women. 

Women with disability are not only more vulnerable to violence, they often have difficulty accessing pathways to appropriate support, and have fewer options to escape violence.  

Women with disability face many challenges in accessing information, support and services. The National Plan aims to improve access to services and enhance service delivery to women with disability. 

How is the National Plan different to other government initiatives?  

For the first time, all Australian governments will work together to reduce violence against women and their children. This includes:
· Coordinate community based services to assist women with disability who are experiencing violence.

· Assist women with disability to access appropriate information, resources and services. 

· Improve services to women with disability through a range of reform projects in the health sector. These projects will assist women and children by enhancing service delivery and ensuring that services are responsive and flexible to individual needs.

· Increase community awareness of the issues and barriers for women with disability in accessing domestic violence information and services.

· Inform best practice service delivery to improve outcomes for women with disability.
· Funding a national telephone counselling service for any Australian that has experienced, or is at risk of, family and domestic violence and/or sexual assault. 1800 RESPECT (1800  737 732) is an inclusive, free and confidential 24 hours a day, 7 days a week professional counselling service that will give women and children access to immediate and ongoing assistance.

· Implement The Line, a campaign primarily aimed at young people to encourage and promote respectful relationships. 

· Funding Community Action Grants to support communities to reduce violence against women by working with community organisations and sporting codes to engage community in a range of primary preventions activities.

How will the National Plan ensure that these changes are sustainable in the future?

The National Plan has a long term vision to make a significant and sustained reduction in violence against women with disability. These long term measures will be achieved by improving the evidence base, identifying and promoting what measures work well, improving how we work with perpetrators and by enhancing the way services respond to victims. 

Would you like a copy of the National Plan?

The National Plan is available online at:  http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/women/progserv/violence/nationalplan/Pages/default.aspx

Or you can order hard copies by calling 1800 050 009

If you need assistance call:

· 1800 RESPECT – 1800  737 732

· Local services in your state or territory

· Relationships Australia – 1300 364 277

· Mensline - 1300 789 978

If you require urgent assistance contact the police on 000.
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